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CONNIE’S COLANDER 
A play by Gaye Poole 

 
Dementia was the topic of this play and one would hardly expect this to be a sell-out 
performance but the library was packed. We are told that a large percentage of the 
public will suffer from the many aspects of this complaint and as people are already 
touched by its implications and the difficulties of caring in these circumstances, it 
seems that we wanted to learn more. 
 
The play charts the journey of a mother and daughter through the dense and tangled 
forest of dementia showing how the roles in their relationship are slowly reversed as 
the illness takes hold. The role of Connie, the mother was played by the writer of the 
play and her daughter, Emily was played by Amy Enticknap. Connie had been a 
domestic science teacher while Emily hosted a TV show which brought her mother’s 
recipes to the screen.  All of this was eloquently crafted with humour and great 
sensitivity while revealing the mental and physical anguish of both parties to the   
experience. Drama can bring dilemmas not previously encountered into sharp relief in 
a way that mere words often fail to do and this play was no exception. The skilful acting 
had the audience in the palms of their hands. 
 
Gaye Poole had noticed during her visits to care homes that a fog surrounded 
Alzheimers and she saw how its sufferers and carers struggled to do the right thing. 
She felt the problem was kept behind closed doors and hoped that her play would raise 
awareness of it. The benefits derived from shared experiences are well known.  
 
The play closed and the audience was brought back to reality with a question and 
answer session. This was chaired by Dr Brian Murray who is the Consultant Older 
Adult Psychiatrist and Associate Medical Director for Older People’s Services for the 
Oxford NHS Trust. This brought many of the problems into the open and a lively 
discussion ensued. 
 
It had been an enlightening evening. 
 
 
The play was produced by the Human Story Theatre and was supported by the 
Buckinghamshire Clinical Commissioning Group and the Arts Council 


